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CONTACT DELEGATES TO SUPPORT S.B. 673, CONSTRUCTION 
VENUE BILL 

 

CAWV members are asked to call House Judiciary Committee members 
to encourage them to vote YES on S.B. 673. The bill passed out of the 
Senate Friday by a vote of 33-0-1. 

 

The bill was developed by the CAWV Legislative Committee to mandate 
that West Virginia is the location where construction claims must be 
resolved if a party to a West Virginia construction contract breaches that 
contract. Virginia, Ohio and Pennsylvania have legislation that voids any 
language in a boilerplate contract that forces in state firms to resolve any 
disputes in the state where the project owner resides, thereby requiring 
the contractor or subcontractor to hire out of state counsel. 

 

Below is a fact sheet on S.B. 673 detailing the purpose of the bill and 
why legislators should vote YES.  Members can relate instances where 
they have either had to resolve a dispute in another state or decided not 
to take action due to the cost involved with litigating the claim in another 
state. 

 

At the end of this week’s Legislative Bulletin is a list of House Judiciary 
Committee members and their contact information. PLEASE CONTACT 
DELEGATES TODAY AND TOMORROW. 

 

S.B. 673: LOCATION OF CIVIL ACTIONS FOR A CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT IN WEST VIRGINIA FACT SHEET 

 

◼ Many construction professionals are used to seeing venue and 
choice-of-law provisions in construction contracts. For example, 
a contract might say that “the parties agree that any controversy 
or dispute arising out of this agreement shall be resolved only in 
the courts of the State of California” and that “the rights and 
obligations of the parties shall be governed by the laws of 
California.”  

 

◼ These provisions usually appear in the “boilerplate” language 
near the end of the contract, and typically do not attract much 
attention.  

 

◼ If an out of state firm or corporation builds a facility or performs a 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/


project in West Virginia and hires West Virginia contractors and 
subcontractors, the boilerplate language will force West Virginia 
firms to resolve any disputes in the state where the project owner 
resides thereby requiring the contractor or subcontractor to hire 
out of state counsel.   

 

◼ The sole purpose of this bill is to mandate that West Virginia is 
the location where construction disputes must be resolved if a 
party to a West Virginia construction contract breaches that 
contract. 

 

◼ There may be a dispute of only several thousands of dollars, yet 
West Virginia construction firms are then faced with bringing a 
lawsuit thousands of miles away, which is expensive, time 
consuming and disruptive.   

 

◼ The West Virginia contractor or subcontractor may not have the 
ability to pay the costs associated with bringing a claim in 
another jurisdiction so they end up accepting the loss associated 
with the dispute. 

 

◼ West Virginia contractors believe there should be uniformity 
and an expectation on part of contractors and vendors that 
they will be paid for work performed. 

 

◼ This is an issue nationwide. Presently, there are 25 states that 
have adopted such language, declaring any contract language 
that mandates a civil action be brought in a location outside the 
State of West Virginia is unenforceable. 

 

◼ S.B. 673 is patterned after legislation in the states of Ohio, 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Texas and about 20 other states 
requiring the owner and contractor to agree where parties 
resolve a dispute, instead of just mandating action in another 
state. 

 

◼ S.B. 673 mandates disputes involving construction projects 
performed in West Virginia must be resolved by arbitration or 
litigation conducted in the State of West Virginia.   

 

◼ THE CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF WEST VIRGINIA 
(CAWV) SUPPORTS S.B. 673 

 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEMBERS CONTACT 
INFORMATION FOR S.B. 673 

 

Below is contact information for members of the House Judiciary 
Committee. Please contact them today or tomorrow and ask them 
to vote YES on S.B. 673. 

 



Delegate Phone Number Email  

Moore Capito (304) 340-3252 moore.capito@wvhouse.gov   

Tom Fast (304) 340-3170 tom.fast@wvhouse.gov   

Chad Lovejoy (304) 340-3280 chad.lovejoy@wvhouse.gov   

Nathan Brown (304) 340-3126 nathan.brown@wvhouse.gov   

Barry Bruce (304) 340-3131 Barry.Bruce@wvhouse.gov   

Adam Burkhammer (304) 340-3123 Adam.Burkhammer@wvhouse.gov   

Shawn Fluharty (304) 340-3270 shawn.fluharty@wvhouse.gov   

Joey Garcia (304) 340-3124 Joey.Garcia@wvhouse.gov   

Austin Haynes (304) 340-3337 Austin.Haynes@wvhouse.gov   

Riley Keaton (304) 340-3185 Riley.Keaton@wvhouse.gov   

David Kelly (304) 340-3226 david.kelly@wvhouse.gov   

Kayla Kessinger (304) 340-3197 kayla.kessinger@wvhouse.gov   

Laura Kimble (304) 340-3102 Laura.Kimble@wvhouse.gov   

Pat McGeehan (304) 340-3397 pat.mcgeehan@wvhouse.gov   

Ty Nestor (304) 340-3178 Ty.Nestor@wvhouse.gov   

Larry Pack (304) 340-3181 Larry.Pack@wvhouse.gov   

Chris Phillips (304) 340-3398 chris.phillips@wvhouse.gov   

Jonathan Pinson (304) 340-3146 Jonathan.Pinson@wvhouse.gov   

Chris Pritt (304) 340-3156 Chris.Pritt@wvhouse.gov   

Mike Pushkin (304) 340-3106 mike.pushkin@wvhouse.gov   

Ben Queen (304) 340-3171 ben.queen@wvhouse.gov   

Bryan Ward (304) 340-3154 Bryan.Ward@wvhouse.gov   

Steve Westfall (304) 340-3140 steve.westfall@wvhouse.gov   

Mark Zatezalo (304) 340-3120 mark.zatezalo@wvhouse.gov   

Lisa Zukoff (304) 340-3111 lisa.zukoff@wvhouse.gov   

 

BILLS FACED SUNDAY DEADLINE FOR THIS SESSION 

 

Last week was a busy week in the West Virginia Legislature since all 
bills had to be passed out of committees by Sunday to ensure three full 
days of reading. The Senate met Saturday to get bills out of their 
committees by yesterday’s deadline. Wednesday is another deadline as 
bills must pass their house of origin by the 50th day, March 31, in order 
to be considered during this year’s legislative session. The CAWV had a 
number of bills in numerous committees last week that it supports or 
opposes.  

 

The Senate has passed a series of bills dealing with state purchasing 
procedures. S.B. 487 updates WV Division of Purchasing procurement 
and spending thresholds. S.B. 587 has a stated purpose to make 
contract consummation with the State of West Virginia more efficient, by 
clarifying that government officials are not permitted to enter into certain 
contract terms, and that even a signature on a contract containing those 
terms is ineffective. S.B. 474 gives the WV Division of Highways the 
authority to perform its own purchasing functions.  The WVDOH 
contracts its construction projects but all materials, equipment and 
building construction are administered by the state Purchasing Division.  
The WVDOH used to handle its purchasing and S.B. 474 restores to the 
division that power.  All these bills now go to the House of Delegates for 
further action. 
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Governor Justice signed S.B. 277, the West Virginia COVID-19 Jobs 
Protection Act, which provides that there is no claim against any person, 
business, entity, health care facility or provider, first responder, or 
volunteer for any loss, including death, arising from COVID-19, COVID-
19 care, or impacted care. "Impacted care” is defined as care offered, 
delayed, or otherwise adversely affected at a health care facility or to a 
health care provider during the COVID-19 emergency that impacted the 
facility’s or provider’s response to the COVID-19 emergency.  
 
Governor Justice has been holding town halls around the state to 
promote his bill to eliminate the state income tax and replace it with 
various taxes to make up for the reduction in income tax revenues.  
Various businesspeople have joined with the governor to support the bill, 
including former Senate President Bill Cole and the governor’s former 
Commerce Secretary and primary election opponent, Woody Thrasher. 
 
The House of Delegates Finance Committee originated and passed out 
of committee its own personal income tax relief bill Monday. H.B. 3300, 
the House of Delegates’ proposal, is a more incremental approach 
compared to what Governor Justice proposed, outlining gradual income 
tax elimination over 12 years. It would establish a “personal income tax 
reduction fund,” allowing tax rates to be reduced when the fund reaches 
a set threshold. The first envisioned personal income tax cut is $150 
million. The bill was on Third Reading in the House Friday and it was 
postponed until today. The House just passed the bill 77-23.  
 

LIST OF HOUSE AND SENATE BILLS PASSED IN THEIR 
RESPECTIVE HOUSE 

 

A bill had to pass out of committee by the 47th legislative day, March 28, 
in order to be read three several days, and must pass its house of origin 
by the 50th day, March 31, in order to be considered during this year’s 
legislative session. The CAWV had a number of bills in numerous 
committees last week that it supports or opposes. As of Saturday, 148 
House bills have passed the House and 145 Senate bills have passed 
the Senate. A large number of bills will be passed before the 50th day 
deadline. Anyone wishing to see what bills have passed their house of 
origin as of today, click here.  

 

WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE BILL INFORMATION 

 

House and Senate bills can be accessed from the CAWV’s Legislative 
home page at www.cawv.org/legislative. Members can view status 
updates on bills of interest to the construction industry and see what 
legislation is introduced that affects the construction industry. A 
summary of each day’s activities will be uploaded each afternoon. 
Anyone needing further information can contact Mike Clowser at 
(304) 342-1166 or email at mclowser@cawv.org. 
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